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RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF OUR
NATION’S ANIMAL SHELTERS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASEA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s
animal shelters and the tens of thousands of
dedicated individuals who are employed by or
volunteer in these facilities certainly deserve
recognition for the work they have done in as-
sisting animals. This Member is pleased that
the Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS), which has provided training and sup-
port to local animal shelters and humane orga-
nizations for over 40 years, has declared No-
vember 3-9, 1996, as National Animal Shelter
Appreciation Week.

The idea for a national day of recognition
and appreciation for animal shelters actually
started with a humane society in this Mem-
ber's district, the Capital Humane Society in
Lincoln, NE. Bob Downey, the executive direc-
tor of the Capital Humane Society, contacted
the HSUS and suggested that they work to-
gether to establish a week intended to recog-
nize the positive roles that animal shelters
play in their communities; to recognize the
staff and volunteers of shelters; and to edu-
cate the general public about animal shelters
and the work they do.

The services offered by animal shelters are
as varied as the communities they serve.
Some handle animal control issues, such as
controlling dogs running at large or sheltering
unwanted or abandoned animals. Some con-
duct rescue operations by responding to calls
regarding injured animals or animals that have
fallen through the ice of a frozen lake or pond.
Still others assist families who are considering
adding a new four-legged member to the fam-
ily by providing adoption services.

There are many ways that individuals can
help our local animal shelters and humane so-
cieties. Many shelters, just like the Capital Hu-
mane Society, both need and welcome volun-
teers who perform a variety of tasks such as
walking dogs, grooming animals, cleaning
cages or assisting with adoptions. Shelters
can also use donations of supplies such as
blankets and towels to provide bedding, food
or cages, or just cash donations to help pay
for the costs of daily operations. National Ani-
mal Shelter Appreciation Week is an appro-
priate time for people to visit shelters, thank
the people who work there, and volunteer their
time.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARVIN
BROWN OF SAVANNAH, GA ON
RECEIVING THE GRAND DECORA-
TION OF HONOUR OF THE STATE
OF SALZBURG, AUSTRIA

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Marvin
Brown, a resident of Savannah, GA and the
First Congressional District of Georgia, joined
the ranks of Dwight D. Eisenhower and Win-
ston Churchill when he was recently awarded
one of Austria’s highest commendations. Mr.
Brown’s achievements were highlighted in the
August 23, 1996 edition of the Georgia Guard-
ian:

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

[From the Georgia Guardian, August 23-29,

1996)

MARVIN BROWN AWARDED AUSTRIAN
COMMENDATION

(By Thom Nezbeda)

To read of Marvin Brown's accomplish-
ments with the Georgla Salzburger Society
is to be impressed. He may have joined the
organization ‘‘late in life,”” as he put it, but
what he's lost in time has certainly been
more than made up for in performance.

He first joined the Georgia Salzburger So-
ciety, the national organization devoted to
preserving Salzburger history and heritage,
in 1979. “I had been hearing that I was a
Salzburger,” Brown said. “Jackie [his wife]
and I went to a meeting out of curiosity, and
that got us involved.” He held the position of
president for the society from 1990 to 1992.
His first trip to “the Old Country” came in
1981, and he's led several tours of the state of
Salzburg and other areas of Austria for fel-
low soclety members since then.

‘‘We got started [traveling to Austria]
back in 1981," said Brown, ‘‘just ‘babes in the
woods’. We were just tourists then."

Subsequent trips as tour guides and oppor-
tunities to meet Austrian officials visiting
the United States for society activities have
raised them above tourist status. “It all fell
in place,” Brown said in a tone that seems to
suggest he and his wife are taking it all in
stride. “This is how we became guests of the
Austrian government on one occasion; guests
of the Roman Catholic archbishop on an-
other occasion. We've really had some won-
derful things happen.”

Brown's accomplishments don't stop there.
Besides being a guest on Austrian television
talk shows, and presenting keys to the City
of Savannah to two Salzburg governors,
Brown and his wife were appointed area coor-
dinators for the Austrian Olympic Sailing
Team. As such, they helped coordinate a
wreath-laying ceremony at the Salzburger
Monument on Bay Street. Members of the
Georgla Salzburger Society, Mayor Floyd
Adams Jr., and a delegation of Austrian gov-
ernment and industry leaders took part in
the ceremony. After the ceremony, the group

retired to a downtown restaurant for a late
lunch.

That's when Brown, to his total surprise,
received what is probably the largest feather
in his cap to date: he was awarded the Grand
Decoration of Honour of the State of Salz-
burg, in appreciation of his efforts to pro-
mote good will between Salzburger descend-
ants and the country from which they came.

The honor, one of Austria’s highest com-
mendations, was given by Engelbert
Wenckheim, the vice president of the Aus-
trian Federal Economic Chamber.

“I really was definitely shocked; there's no
other word for it,” Brown said.

According to Ulf Pacher of the Austrian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., the com-
mendation is the highest decoration awarded
by the province of Salzburg. “The medal is
pretty exclusive,” he said. *It’s not given
out that often—it's rarely awarded.”

By receiving the award, Brown becomes
part of an exclusive group of individuals in-
cluding Winston Churchill and Dwight D. Ei-
senhower, among others.

IN ORDER TO SAVE THE COUNTRY-
SIDE, WE MUST STRENGTHEN
OUR CITIES

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, as recently as the 1960's, Charles Adams
wrote in “The City is the Frontier”: “In our own
era, the world’s cities are witnessing their
greatest surge in man’s history * * * From
1800 to 1950, the proportion of people living
in cities with more than 20,000 people leaped
from 2.4 to 21 percent. Our civilization is be-
coming urban, and the advance into the cities
is one of the most spectacular social phenom-
ena of our time. The city has become the fron-
tier.”

Today, the promise of the urban frontier
seems to be little more than reminder of op-
portunity lost. In the latter half of this century,
the Nation's landscape has been transformed
by sprawling development and urban decay.
The movement of families and businesses
from our Nation's cities has reshaped the cit-
ies themselves, the suburbs, and the country-
side. Much of this change has been positive,
as families have built homes and communities,
fulfiling the American dream; but a great deal
has been lost as well.

It is tragic that so many cities are dying at
a time when the countryside is disappearing.
The American Farmland Trust estimates that
the United States converts to other uses 2 mil-
lion acres of farmland annually, much of it on
the edge of urban America. The USDA natural
resources inventory found that developed land
increased by 14 million acres between 1982
and 1992.

As the cities are losing their manufacturing
industries, 95 percent of the growth in office
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jobs occurs in low density suburbs. These of-
fice jobs accounted for 15 million of the 18
million new jobs in the 1980's.

There are many factors that have contrib-
uted to the mass migration away from the cit-
ies: a desire for greater personal safety, better
schools, less congestion, and a way of life.
The development of the Interstate Highway
System, relatively inexpensive community ex-
penses, and tax incentives for homeownership
have made it easier for many people to move
to the suburbs.

Offsetting some of the costs associated with
this trend—urban decay and the loss of open
space—will require both private sector and
public sector initiative. No single public policy
proposal will address all of the problems.
Today, | am introducing two bills addressing
two of the many factors that contribute to
sprawling development.

The first is related to the costs of cleaning
up contaminated land and buildings in urban
areas so that they can be put to productive
use. The rules surrounding the tax treatment
of environmental remediation expenses are so
convoluted and confusing it is no wonder that
a number of businesses decide to sidestep
them altogether and invest in previously unde-
veloped land and newer buildings outside of
environmentally distressed urban areas.

Repairs to business property can be de-
ducted currently as a business expense, but
capital expenditures that add to the value of
property have to be capitalized. This means
that some environmental remediation costs
are treated as a business expense, but others
are treated as capital expenditures, depending
on the facts and circumstances of each case.

The administration in its brownfields initia-
tive has proposed to allow an immediate de-
duction for cleaning up certain hazardous sub-
stances in high-poverty areas, existing EPA
brownfields pilot areas, and Federal empower-
ment zones and enterprise communities. This
is commendable, as far as it goes, but there
is a disturbing trend in urban policy to pick
and choose among cities. If expensing envi-
ronmental remediation costs is good tax policy
and good urban policy, and | believe that it is,
then it should apply in all communities. The
bill | am introducing today would apply this
policy to all property wherever located, and
would expand the list of hazardous sub-
stances to include potentially hazardous mate-
rials such as asbestos, lead paint, petroleum
products, and radon. This bill would remove
the disincentive in current law to reinvestment
in our cities and buildings.

My second bill addresses a provision in cur-
rent tax law that limits the deduction for a gift
of appreciated property to 30 percent of ad-
justed gross income. Under current law, the
* limit for gifts of cash is 50 percent of adjusted
gross income. My bill would raise the cap for
qualified gifts of conservation land and ease-
ments from 30 percent to 50 percent. Under
the bill, any amount that cannot be deducted
in the year in which the gift is made can be
carried over to subsequent tax years until the
deduction has been exhausted. Current law
gives the donor 5 years in which to use up the
deduction.

Conservation easements are a partial inter-
est in property transferred to an appropriate
nonprofit or governmental entity. These ease-
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ments restrict the development, management,
or use of the land in order to keep the land in
a natural state or to protect historic or scenic
values. Easements are widely used by land
trusts, conservation groups, and developers to
protect valuable land.

The 30-percent limit in current law actually
works to the disadvantage of taxpayers who
may be land rich but cash poor.

Several of my colleagues have introduced
important bills to encourage greater use of
conservation easements. My bill addresses
the disadvantage the 30-percent limit imposes
on lower income taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, Gifford Pinchot, the founder of
the U.S. Forest Service, once wrote that a na-
tion “deprived of its liberty may win it, a nation
divided may unite, but a nation whose natural
resources are destroyed must inevitably pay
the penalty of poverty, degradation and
decay.”

In order to save the countryside, we must
strengthen our cities. Thanks to the leadership
of Chairman BiLL ARCHER, fundamental tax re-
form will be near the top of the agenda of the
next Congress. We need to take a look at the
impact of tax policy on land use decisions in
this country. The bills | am introducing today
would go a long way toward correcting two se-
rious problems in existing law.

IN HONOR OF LILLIAN CARINE: AN
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY AC-
TIVIST MAKING A DIFFERENCE
FOR THE RESIDENTS OF BA-
YONNE

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Lillian Carine, a dedicated
community activist who has made a significant
difference in the lives of my constituents in
Bayonne. Mrs. Carine will be honored at the
seventh annual [ltalian American Heritage
Award dinner dance on September 28, 1996,
at the F.A. Mackenzie Post in Bayonne.

Family has played a major role in our es-
teemed honoree's life. Mrs. Carine was born
to Sicilian immigrants, Josephine and Nicola
Alessi, on July 21, 1911, in Bayonne where
she still lives. Alessi married Nicholas Carine
on April 11, 1932. Their joyful union, which
lasted 57 years until Nicholas' passing in
1989, produced two children, Frank and Rosa-
lie, seven grandchildren and five great-grand-
children.

Competence and compassion are invaluable
words to one who seeks to describe Mrs.
Carine. This selfless individual’s tradition of
community involvement began under the influ-
ence of her mother who put her on a “trolley
track” of service to others from which Mrs.
Carine has yet to disembark. Along the way,
there have been a number of stations which
Mrs. Carine's trolley has passed through, in-
cluding the Bayonne Board of Education to
which she was elected twice, the Hudson
County Juvenile Conference Committee and
the Bayonne Child Abuse Prevention Council.

Additionally, Mrs. Carine is a founding mem-
ber of the Sons of Italy, Father Del Monte
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Lodge 2560, a member of the selection panel
of the Holocaust Memorial Committee of Ba-
yonne, and a member of the Bayonne Visiting
Nurse Association board of directors.

Senior citizens and their concerns have in-
terested Mrs. Carine for a long time. She is
the producer and host of a local cable tele-
vision show called “Sixty Plus” geared toward
senior citizens, relating information useful to
seniors in their everyday lives. The Vial of Life
program was an especially gratifying milestone
in Mrs. Carine's chosen vocation. It provides
seniors with information important to meet
their health care needs.

It is an honor to have such an empathetic
individual residing in my district. Mrs. Carine’s
performance of her civic duties is an example
for everyone to emulate. | am certain that my
colleagues will rise with me to honor this ex-
ceptional woman.

TRIBUTE TO THE $90TH ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION OF NATIV-
ITY OF THE BVM

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
join all my friends and colleagues in celebrat-
ing the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s
90th anniversary. This wonderful church has
been serving Ozone Park, Queens faithfully
for the past 90 years, and is well-deserving of
recognition and praise.

| am pleased to congratulate the members
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary for
making this area a source of community pride.
As a result of the tireless work and vigilant
dedication of the church, Ozone Park has
maintained its reputation as a safe and quiet
community distinct from the city's frenetic at-
mosphere.

| am certain that the strength of this commu-
nity would not be what it is today without the
commitment of its church. Such countless con-
tributions have ensured the neighborhood’s
continued growth and stability which are fully
appreciated by all.

For years, families have known Ozone Park
as a solid community, making it a good place
to live. | am honored to celebrate 90 years of
civic leadership in Ozone Park—the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary's members have done
much to improve the quality of life for all area
residents.

CONGRATULATIONS TO POSTAL
WORKER WHO SAVED CHOKING 4
YEAR OLD

HON. FRANK MASCARA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, | would take a
moment today to publicly thank Joanne John-
son, a postal worker from my district, who re-
cently saved the life of a 4-year-old boy who

had swallowed a quarter and was choking.
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On a recent dreary Monday morning, Jo-
anne was delivering mail on a rural route in
her hometown of Hopwood, PA, when she
heard the screams of Rosemary Bradshaw
who was standing on her front porch.

Not really knowing what was wrong, Joanne
jumped out of her mail truck and ran to the
woman’s aid. Mrs. Bradshaw’s son, John Ken-
neth Thorpe, Jr. stood nearby in obvious dis-
tress, unable to breathe. Luckily, Joanne had
built up a relationship with John since she
began delivering the route in early spring.
Daily the boy would raise the flag on his mail-
box, even if there was nothing to pick up, just
so he could chat and laugh with her. While Jo-
anne had no formal training in CPR or the
Heimlich maneuver, she coaxed him to come
to her. She quickly flipped him around and
squeezed him tightly. Fortunately the quarter
popped out and John began to breathe again.

Local postal officials intend to recognize Jo-
anne for her heroism. As they correctly state,
daily Postal Service workers across the coun-
try, like Joanne, help citizens in distress, but
rarely are these events ever reported on the
evening news.

Joanne, naturally, does not see herself as a
hero. She says she was just a the right place
at the right time and would not hesitate to help
again, if she could.

But | know that is not the case. Joanne is
a very special person and her family and
neighbors and coworkers should be very
proud of her. More importantly, each and ev-
eryone of us should try and emulate her ef-
forts to reach out to others in need.

Not surprisingly, little John knows a friend
when he sees one. Lately, he has been leav-
ing cards and presents for Joanne in the mail-
box. She has been leaving him candy.

AFRICAN GROWTH AND OPPOR-
TUNITY: THE END OF DEPEND-
ENCY ACT

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today | join my
colleagues Congressman JiM MCDERMOTT and
Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL in introducing
legislation that will fundamentally shift how the
United States approaches our relations with
the 48 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. For
many years, the United States has supported
a variety of foreign assistance programs that
have sought to aid the countries of sub-Saha-
ran Africa. Unfortunately, traditional foreign aid
has not led to the level of economic develop-
ment that we would all like to see on the Afri-
can continent. In the long run, private sector
investment and development must serve as
the catalyst for the countries of sub-Saharan
Africa to compete in the global marketplace
and to improve the standard of living for their
people. Unfortunately, the region’s immediate
potential does not seem to be reflected either
in the investment decisions of individual busi-
nesses or in the U.S. Government's export de-
velopment priorities, including high-profile
trade missions.

In this context, | believe that it is time for us
to reexamine the nature of our relationship
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with sub-Saharan Africa and to focus our at-
tention on ways to facilitate private sector
trade and investment in the region. In 1994,
Congress took an initial step in this direction
by asking the President to develop “a com-
prehensive trade and development policy for
the countries of sub-Saharan Africa” as part of
the Uruguay Round Agreements Act. The first
of the five annual reports required under this
provision was submitted by President Clinton
earlier this year. The President's report, in
turn, has generated a broader discussion
among many of my colleagues, the business
community, and the public on the future direc-
tion of U.S. economic relations with sub-Saha-
ran Africa.

Throughout this year, | have been pleased

to work with Congressman JiM MCDERMOTT
and Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL toward
developing a bipartisan proposal to facilitate
the economic development of sub-Saharan Af-
rica by expanding our trade relations with the
region. On August 1, 1996, the Subcommittee
on Trade of the Ways and Means Committee
held a hearing on this issue to look more
closely at how we might elevate the priorities
of business and government toward sub-Saha-
ran Africa and pursue mutually beneficial trade
expansion efforts. The legislation that we are
introducing today is the culmination of our
work on this issue in the 104th Congress and
will serve as the basis for further action on this
issue by the Ways and Means Committee next
year.
Among other things, the “African Growth
and Opportunity: The End of Dependency Act”
calls for the negotiation of a free-trade agree-
ment with the countries of sub-Saharan Africa
that take appropriate steps to reform their
economies. Moreover, to put momentum be-
hind these negotiations and to focus greater
attention on the region in the private sector,
the bill calls for the creation of a United
States-sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation Forum. This forum will pro-
vide regular opportunities for policy leader and
heads of state to meet to discuss issues of
mutual interest and to keep the trade negotia-
tions on track. Finally, our proposal will create
privately managed equity and infrastructure
funds to encourage private institutional inves-
tors in developed countries to pool their re-
sources to make investments in established
businesses and infrastructure projects in sub-
Saharan Africa.

With a combined population of nearly 600
million people, sub-Saharan Africa can and
should become a major export market for
United States goods and services. In my view,
the active participation of the global market-
place is essential to creating the economic
and investment opportunities that will stimulate
the conditions for developing countries to
emerge as business partners, rather than aid
recipients. By giving sub-Saharan African
countries a trade and investment alternative to
foreign aid, this important legislation will en-
courage the type of economic and political re-
forms in the region that will ultimately make
traditional assistance unnecessary.
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THE NEED FOR CONSUMER GRIEV-
ANCE RIGHTS IN MANAGED
CARE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today | introduced
a comprehensive bill to improve consumer and
provider rights in managed care plans. | intro-
duced the bill late in this Congress so that ev-
eryone has the opportunity to review the bill
over the autumn and suggest changes and im-
provements, prior to its reintroduction in the
105th.

One major section of the bill requires the
timely consideration by managed care plans of
patient appeals. The Medicare agency is very
concerned about this area of consumer rights
and is proposing a rule to better protect pa-
tients. Depending on the strength of the HCFA
rule, the need for the appeals and grievance
section of my legislation may be fully or par-
tially addressed.

The following news articles from the Bureau
of National Affairs of September 18 and 19
describe why this is such an important issue.
As Bruce Fried, head of the Office of Man-
aged Care states so well: The appeal and
grievance process is “fundamentally the most
important protection our beneficiaries have.”

VLADECK URGES MANAGED CARE GROUPS ToO

IMPROVE APPEALS PROCESS

Increasing numbers of health care consum-
ers are feeling powerless in the face of deci-
sions made by their managed care organiza-
tions, Health Care Financing Administration
Administrator Bruce C. Vladeck said Sept. 17
in urging such groups to improve their bene-
ficiary grievance and appeals process.

Speaking at the annual meeting of the
American Association of Health Plans, the
nation's largest managed care group,
Vladeck said Medicare managed care organi-
zations should ensure Medicare enrollees are
aware of their health care coverage appeals
rights; should establish systems that do not
deter, and even solicit coverage questions;
and should employ staff that are well-versed
in Medicare regulations.

As managed care has grown, ‘‘there is an
increasing perception among consumers that
they are voiceless and powerless in the sys-
tem,” even though they had little or no ap-
peal rights in the fee-for-service system,
Vladeck hold conference attendees.

He urged AAHP members to voluntarily
upgrade their appeals and grievance process
to parallel HCFA’s on-going review of what
is requires managed care groups to provide
enrollees in this area.

“If it doesn’t happen spontaneously, we
will make it happen.' he warned.

HCFA OFfFICIALS WARN HMOs TO PROVIDE
GOOD GRIEVANCE PLANS; RULE IN DEVELOP-
MENT

Health maintenance organizations that do
not provide adequate grievance and appeals
procedures to Medicare beneficiaries are vio-
lating beneficiaries’ constitutional rights
and will be closely scrutinized by the pro-
gram, a Health Care Financing Administra-
tion official said Sept. 18.

HCFA Office of Managed Care Director
Bruce M. Fried told managed care represent-
atives that failure to provide an adeguate
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grievance and appeals process to Medicare
beneficiaries vilates their 14th Amendment
rights to due process and equal protection
under the law. It also violates Medicare stat-
utes, Fried said.

HCFA has made this issue one of its top
priorities and the appeals processes in place
at HMOs will come under ‘‘enormous scru-
tiny"' in the coming months, Fried sald at a
conference on managed care sponsored by
HCFA, in conjunction with meetings on
Medicare and Medicaid being held this week
by the American Association of Health
Plans.

Some HMOs are failing to improve their
grievance and appeals process—in which
beneficiaries can contest a decision by an
HMO to deny or alter health care coverage—
to remain competitive in a rapidly growing
industry, Fried said.

‘““‘Humnan nature being what it is, this sim-
ply leads some folks to cut corners,” Fried
sald. “We will be very attentive to that.”

As of July 1, HCFA had Medicare contracts
with 313 HMOs enrolling nearly 4.4 million
beneficiaries, according to documents pro-
vided by HCFA at the meeting. HMOs are
now required to have appeals and grievance
processes for Medicare patients, but the
quality is mixed and appeals are slow.

In a speech to the AAHP conference Sept.
16, HCFA Administrator Bruce C. Vladeck
also warned HMOs to improve their griev-
ance and appeals process, saying the agency
would force them to do so if they do not vol-
untarily comply.

Fried called the appeals and grievance
process ‘‘fundamentally the most important
protection our beneficiaries have,” adding
that it was “‘critical’” that HMOs take steps
to improve the process.

“1 don’'t want to threaten the industry
with steps that I am willing to take” if
HMOs do not act, Fried warned.

HCFA RULE EXPECTED BY END OF YEAR

HCFA is “very far down the road’ in devel-
oping a proposed rule that for the first time
specifically will define the grievance and ap-
peal process requirements for HMOs, Fried
sald. Among other items, it will include a re-
quirement that grievances be acted upon “in
a matter of days,” rather than the maximum
60 days required under current law, he added.

The current grievance and appeals process
gives plans 60 days to act on a beneficiary
appeal and another 60 days for HCFA's con-
tractor to review appeal denials.

The proposed rule, part of HCFA's Medi-
care Appeals and Grievance Initiative, is ex-
pected to be issued by the end of the year,
Maureen Miller, senior policy analyst with
the Office of Managed Care’s program policy
and improvement team, told conference par-
ticipants.

HCFA in the rule also will clarify what
services beneficiaries are able to appeal, Mil-
ler said. The rule will state that in addition
to pre-service denials, reduction in care deci-
sions and service terminations also can be
appealed, as well as services provided under
optional supplemental coverage, she added.

The rule also will establish new reporting
requirements for plans for grievance and ap-
peals procedures and improve the way plans
report such information to HCFA, Miller
said.

Miller told plans, however, not to “sit and
wait” until the rule is published to improve
their grievance and appeals process. Plans on
their own can shorten the time needed to de-
cide an appeal, which already has been done
by many commercial plans, Miller told those
attending the conference.

Plans also can improve their internal in-
formation systems so they have more knowl-
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edge of who is filing grievances and why and
launch an education effort to ensure bene-
ficiaries in skilled nursing facilities and
home health care know their appeal rights,
Miller said.

They also can review their marketing ma-
terials to ensure they present information on
appeals in a clear, understandable way, she
added.

Plans also can better train their staff
charged with handling grievances, Miller
said. HCFA has learned of staff at some
HMOs in these departments who are giving
out incorrect information because they are
working without relevant HCFA regulations
at their disposal, she added.

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE
PATCHOGUE, NY, SOCIAL SECU-
RITY OFFICE IN RECOGNITION
OF 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE LONG ISLAND COMMUNITY

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the Social Security
Office in Patchogue, NY, for 50 years of dedi-
cated service to the Long Island community. It
is with great sincerity that | ask my colleagues
in the House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating the Patchogue Social Security
Office on this historical occasion.

In 1946, the Social Security Administration
[SSA] opened its first Long Island office at 75
Oak Street, Patchogue, Long Island, NY. Prior
to this, Suffolk County residents had to visit
the Queens, NY, office, located in Jamaica, to
receive Social Security services. During the
last 50 years, the Patchogue office has served
hundreds of thousands of Social Security
beneficiaries.

Originally, Social Security was formulated as
an entitlement program for retired workers and
their surviving dependents. In the 1950's, the
disability provisions were implemented. The
1960's saw the beginning of Medicare health
insurance for the elderly, and in the 1970's,
Medicare coverage was extended to the dis-
abled. These changes also included imple-
mentation of the Supplemental Security In-
come [SSI] Program in 1974. This program
was established by Congress to federalize as-
sistance to financially needy, elderly, blind,
and disabled individuals and children.

The Patchogue Social Security office has
performed an exceptional duty in administering
its programs to Suffolk County residents.
Today, the office administers Social Security
payments to 113,894 Suffolk residents each
month for a total of $79,381,000. SSI pay-
ments are paid to 12,817 individuals each
month for a total of $4,739,000.

Stuart Blau, the Distrit Manager, has
served the people in his Patchogue District for
20 years, the last 10 as Manager. His 35
years with the Social Security Administration
have encompassed the introduction of disabil-
ity benefits, Medicare, and the Supplemental
Security Income Program.

He heads one of the largest field offices in
the New York region and the Nation, servicing
almost 1 million residents of Suffolk County.
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Along with a dedicated staff of Federal em-
ployees, he continues the tradition and dedica-
tion to public service begun in July 1946 when
Patchogue was added to the growing roster of
Social Security field offices across the country.

The staff in the Patchogue office looks for-
ward to continuing their tradition of dedication
and service to Suffolk County residents for
many years to come. | wish them all the best
for another 50 years in service to the Long Is-
land community.

TRIBUTE TO MAJ. RICHARD M.
“SLUG" MCGIVERN

HON. ROBERT K. DORNAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Maj. Richard M. “Slug” McGivern
for his distinguished and exemplary service to
the U.S. Air Force and the 104th Congress
through his work in the Air Force House Liai-
son Office from May 2, 1995, to October 14,
1996. In this capacity, Rick has excelled in
providing the House of Representatives with
outstanding service and unselfish commitment
above and beyond the call of duty. During his
short stay in this office,, he quickly established
a solid reputation with both Members and
staff, displaying his extensive knowledge of Air
Force programs and issues, as well as na-
tional defense strategy. His strong operational
fighter background gave him the credibility to
provide guidance and advice on a wide array
of aerospace and other national security
issues. Slug's sound judgment and Kkeen
sense of priority are trusted attributes that
have greatly benefited Congress and the U.S.
Air Force. In the challenging arena of inter-
national travel, he was brilliant in planning, or-
ganizing, and executing congressional delega-
tion trips to locations all over the world. It has
been my extreme pleasure to have worked
and traveled with Rick McGivern. He has
served with great distinction and has earned
our respect and gratitude for his many con-
tributions to our Nation's defense. As he
moves to the Pentagon to work on the Quad-
rennial Defense Review Board, we will con-
tinue to see Slug on the Hill. On behalf of my
colleagues, | would like to bid Maj. Rick “Slug”
McGivern and his wife Susan continued suc-
cess in their new assignment.

POINTS TO CONSIDER

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I'm submitting
the following, written by Nadra Enzi. These
appeared in the Savannah Newspress and
certainly make strong points for our society
and government to consider.
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[From the Savannah Morning News, Aug. 31,
1996]
(By Nadra Enzi)
ORDINARY CITIZENS COMBAT RACIST GRAFFITI

Editor: On May 22, while walking through
Myers Park, an excited group of black girls
called me over to its beautiful gazebo.

Puzzled, I strolled toward them and was
treated to what they saw: intricate (not run-
of-the-mill) white supremacist symbols, slo-
gans and generally racist statements lit-
erally covered the gazebo's floor, railing and
support beams.

Satisfied that adult attention was brought
into the matter, they left, leaving me with a
particularly golden opportunity to take ac-
tion against an act of hate speech per-
petrated in the heart of my historically pre-
dominant black community.

Given the gazebo's proximity to a nearby
black church, I immediately walked there,
wondering If this graffiti was connected to
the black church burning campaign occur-
ring nationally.

After showing its three occupants the
scene, one of them, retired high school prin-
cipal Richard Mole, called the police.

A unit arrived and its lone officer, also
black, was so disturbed by what he saw that
goose bumps raised on his arms.

Contacting his supervisor, who personally
inspected the scene, including a note left be-
hind, we were told that an investigation
would be launched.

The next morning I called the city's Lei-
sure Services Department, which referred my
complaint to the direct of Park and Trees.

He personally called and told me that he’d
have a crew there to photograph and remove
the graffiti later that morning (which he
did).

Later, a white male teen was arrested at
the nearby McDonald’s for defacing its men’s
room in the same fashion.

It is the personal responsibility of myself
and every person of goodwill to ensure that
this sort of criminal receives the maximum
punishment possible. Otherwise, the crime
recelves a (pun intended) hoodwink and a
high-five.

[From the Savannah Morning News]
AFRICAN-AMERICANS SHOULD SHED GROUP-
THINK
(By Nadra Enzi)

African-Americans have been a unit of
forced cohesion in this country. Slavery
forced different tribal ethnicities to become
a corporate entity and this entity's evo-
lution has led to the national community ex-
isting today.

We face the frankly exciting opportunity
to advance beyond the once-necessary group-
think that was the hallmark of much of our
past strategy. This opportunity, however, is
not being welcomed with open arms by cer-
tain segments of our community.

It is worth mentioning that the very
phrase ‘‘individualism™ is often considered
to be synonymous with greed and ethnic dis-
loyalty.

This misperception is used by those en-
trenched interests (the civil Reich establish-
ment, street corner revolutionaries, social
program profiteers and others) who benefit
from our current thinking.

It is also worth noting that not all civil
rights advocates, black nationalists, pro-
gram workers and others fall into this group.
In fact, the rank and file in their number
should not be considered as blindly approv-
ing of the antics from on high.

Our community, even now, is not the
monolith that the above-mentioned interests
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market us as being. For instance, their con-
tinued demonization of U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas is a prime example
of their thought policing at its worst.

Because his views and judicial decisions
differ from theirs, he ia openly and crudely
denounced as not being a “‘brother,” or, it
seems, is undeserving of basic respect.

Is their vision of a “community™ a “black
space’ (to quote Cornel West), where differ-
ing ideas are condemned without even a mo-
ment’s consideration? It doesn't seem too
liberating or much improvement from the
strictures of the plantation and Jim Crow
America.

Justice Thomas is a prime example of how
fanatical, anti-individualists can place some-
one in exile for the heresy of thinking dif-
ferently. It is hard to believe that people
who trumpet freedom all the time would
deny it so callously.

Recently, a black Prince George's County,
Md., school board member nearly succeeded
in barring Justice Thomas from addressing
an honors ceremony at an area school. This
contemptible act should serve as a textbook
case in how low the monolith-pushers have
sunk!

Individualism is one of the best options
avallable to us as we progress past yester-
day’'s artificially imposed limitations. Each
of us is a committee of one whose mission is
to develop his potential and contribute those
competencies to the cause we hear so much
about.

If liberation is truly the song we strive to
sing, then individualism must be one its
stanzas. It is not treasonous to diverge from
the group. In fact, advancement comes from
generating new ways of addressing reality.

One definition of insanity is doing the
same thing and expecting different results.
Obviously, this isn't the best course to
choose on the eve of a new century and mil-
lennium.

The anti-individualists, in their crusade
against this perspective, try to ghettoize in-
dividualism as belonging exclusively to
black conservatives. In this way, they at-
tempt to limit its impact to the relatively
few but growing members of that philosophy.

Individualist tendencies exist among peo-
ple of every class in black society. Not being
a Republican or a conservative is not an
automatic admission that one is anti-indi-
vidualist. It is an outlook gloriously inde-
pendent of other affiliations.

One becomes an individualist simply by
choosing so. This choice is the result of rea-
son, instead of emotion.

After declaring yourself one, watch the
shouting and name calling erupt from the
other side and please remember that, sadly,
one of the difficult propositions for many
white and black people to accept is the sight
of a black person who thinks for himself.

Individualism can be the new middle-
ground that joins homeboys, Buppies,
hoochie mamas, nationalists, patriots, and
every other identifiable community subset
in the common cause of freeing what is best
and original within each one of us without
waiting for any self-appointed ‘‘massuh” to
give his unasked-for approval.

After all, if I can dictate your develop-
ment, then I essentially own you. Is trading
white slavemasters and discriminators for
black ones really an improvement?

[From the Savanah Morning News]
AFRICAN-AMERICAN VOTERS MUST HAVE A BIG
TENT

(By Nadra Enzi)
Editor: There is an aching need for Afri-
can-Americans to rid ourselves of the truly
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stupid notion that one's community mem-
bership can legitimately questioned if one
commits the unpardonale offense of not
being a Democrat.

It seems as if we are not free to exercise
differing opinions and entertain alternative
political affiliations in pursuit of the same
goals.

Recently, the mayor of Savannah (a black
Democrat) was quoted in your newspaper as
having said, *‘Colin Powell is the most dan-
gerous African-American in the nation.”

One hopes this was an error on the part of
the reporter, If not, it is yet another re-
minder of how vicious the anti-diversity at-
titude is among some of us.

Would the names of icons like Frederick
Douglass, Jesse Owens, Jackie Robinson,
Zora Neale Hurston or even Sir Charles Bar-
kley need to be stricken from the hearts and
minds of admiring African-Americans be-
cause they are (gasp!) Republicans?

If so, then former NAACP Executive Direc-
tor Benjamin Hooks would have to be
striken from the record of his organization,
because he too is a Republican.

One can only wonder how far the anti-di-
versity klan will go in its unholy war
against those of use who choose not to ride
the donkey in the future. What is so criminal
about now following liberal policies whose
good intentions have been outstripped by an
unsocial program plantation that nutates
motivation into Iincreasingly depressing,
even dangerous, directions?

The inner city has been the testing ground
for schemes whose damage to health human
potential rivals even the programs of the
Austrian paperhanger and Karl Marx’s step-
children.

Essentially, paying poor women to have
more fatherless children and providing end-
less excuses for community criminals whose
lethal adventures in the “hood amass body
counts that would be unacceptable in other
communities are far from being acceptable
measures of one’s “blackness.”

Still, the anti-diversity klan feels that
those who do not embrace these hideous ini-
tiatives are somehow threats to the well-
being of all African-Americans.

Their treatment of Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas is their monument to in-
tolerance. His being a virtual exile among
the leadership class of our community is
nothing short of tragic.

We are only four years away from a new
century and milleium and this type of
“thinking" serves as an anchor on our aspi-
rations. Black Republicans, independents
and every other kind of political creature are
facts of life that these controllers will have
to accept.

We have to have a “big tent'’ approach in
our community if we our to achieve the ob-
jectives we claim are so important. Other-
wise, the finger pointing and the shouting
will be drowned out by the increasing vol-
umes of triggers being pulled and hands that
should be literate hopelessly scribbling on
sheets of paper that threaten to become ar-
rest reports if this trend is not ended.

Is being blindly loyal to any political party

really worth losing everything that we found
so hard to attain?
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IN HONOR OF THE RIVER VALE-
SPONSORED AMERICAN LEGION
BASEBALL TEAM: INTER-
NATIONAL AMBASSADORS OF
OUR NATIONAL PASTIME

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a special group of young men
who have distinguished themselves through
their exceptional achievements on the base-
ball diamond. Through their outstanding exhi-
bition of athletic performance and sportsman-
ship, these individuals serve as reminders of
what can be accomplished when people work
together for a mutual goal.

Baseball has long been the national pas-
time. Although the sport has provided enjoy-
ment to those who had played it intramurally,
the earliest organized game took place in what
is now my district on June 19, 1846 on the
Elysian Fields in Hoboken. From the first pitch,
it was obvious that this new sport would have
a tremendously positive effect on all future
participants. This can be seen in the young
men who took part in the International Base-
ball Tournament in Breda, Holland.

The multi-national celebration of baseball
took place from August 18 to 26. The River
Vale American Legion team was the only
American team to participate in the tour-
nament. Other countries which competed in
the week-long activity included Russia, Italy,
France, Germany and Holland, the host coun-
try. While in Holland, the players lived with na-
tive families, toured various cities and at-
tended a number of social functions.

The group of 12 young men who success-
fully represented the United States included:
Steven Batista, Michael Della Donna, Seth
Jason Testa, Craig De Vincenzo, Luke Frezza,
Mathew Kent, Michael Wren, Scott Clark, Mi-
chael Russini, Russell Romano, Thomas
Lamanowicz, and Thomas King. Each athlete
eamed the respect of his peers. Joseph
Pistone and Thomas De Vincenzo coached
them to their undefeated, 10-0, tournament-
winning record.

| am certain that my colleagues will join me
in recognizing the outstanding efforts of the
River Vale American Legion baseball team.
The cause of mutual cooperation and under-
standing among people in the United States
and Europe was greatly enhanced by their
participation. These young men will long be
remembered as international ambassadors of
our national pastime.

TRIBUTE TO HONOR MRS. MARIA
THOMSON OF WOODHAVEN, NY,
BY PLACING HER NAME IN THE
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an unselfish and dedicated citi-
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zen of Woodhaven, NY, Mrs. Maria Thomson.
As a president of the Woodhaven Residents’
Block Association, and a member of the Com-
munity Board No. 9, Mrs. Thomson’s volunteer
efforts have been commendable. In addition to
her prior achievements, Mrs. Thomson is the
chairperson of the 102d Precinct Community
Council, a founding member of the
Woodhaven Residents’ Security Patrol, and a
graduate of the Civilian Academy of the New
York City Police Department.

For nearly 20 years, Mrs. Thomson has la-
bored tirelessly to improve the quality of life
for the Woodhaven residents. As the executive
director of the Greater Woodhaven Develop-
ment Corporation and the Woodhaven Busi-
ness Improvement District, Maria has encour-
aged and implemented the revitalization of our
Jamaica Avenue shopping strip. As a result of
her efforts, she has attracted quality busi-
nesses and improved security and lighting
along the commercial strip.

As a testament to her dedication to the
community, when Engine Company No. 294
closed due to New York City budget cuts,
Maria Thomson worked as first cochairman of
the committee to save Engine Company No.
294. Eventually, this fire engine company was
reopened to restore safe living conditions for
area residents.

Those in the Woodhaven community have
come to recognize Maria Thomson's name as
a household word because of her sincere in-
terest and dedication to community better-
ment. She is known to always be ready to
lend an ear and a hand to anyone who asks
for her assistance. It is for all these reasons
which | take great pride in recognizing Mrs.
Maria Thomson as true community hero. |
urge my colleagues to recognize her and wish
her well in all of her future endeavors.

CONGRATULATIONS TO  UNION-
TOWN, PA, AS IT MARKS ITS
200TH BIRTHDAY

HON. FRANK MASCARA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment today to congratulate the resi-
dents of the historic city of Uniontown, PA, lo-
cated in my district, as they celebrate their bi-
centennial on October 5, 1996.

Two hundred years ago, in 1796, this beau-
tiful town, nestled in the foothills of the Appa-
lachian Mountains, was officially incorporated
as a borough. From its earliest days, it held a
major spot in the country’s history.

From its beginnings, Uniontown was consid-
ered an important market spot, drawing buyers
and sellers alike from southwestern Pennsyl-
vania and neighboring Maryland and West Vir-
ginia. This economic activity helped Uniontown
become a popular resting stop along the Na-
tion’s first national highway which ran through
the center of town. As such, Uniontown played
a crucial role in encouraging the growth and
movement of our Nation westward.

Uniontown also holds the distinction of
being one of the centers of the Whiskey Re-
bellion, the Farmers Tax Revolt of 1791-94,
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which was a major test of the new U.S. Con-
stitution. It is also the birthplace of such
notables as Chief Justice of the Washington
Territory, Charles Boyle; Industrialist J.V.
Thompson; former U.S. Senator Dr. Daniel
Sturgeon; Mason-Dixon Surveyor Alexander
McClean; Revolutionary War Gen. Ephraim
Douglas; and last, but not least, Five-star Gen.
George C. Marshall.

During the late 1880’s, Uniontown’s fortunes
brightened when it became a hub of the coal
and coke boom. Site of some of the most im-
mense deposits of the finest bituminous soft
coal in the world, companies in and around
Uniontown dug the coal from the ground and
reduced it to coke for steelmaking in thou-
sands of beehive ovens. The city quickly be-
came the operational and financial center of
the coal industry and the mercantile and cul-
tural center for mining towns in the surround-
ing area.

Perhaps the town’s most important attribute,
however, is its hundreds of civic-minded citi-
zens who share a vision to preserve and revi-
talize this very historic place. In recent years,
the community has pulled together to promote
tourism and economic development. | am con-
fident all these efforts will prove to be suc-
cessful and in the coming years, Uniontown
will remain a very bright and unigue jewel in
the heritage of our Nation.

Again, | congratulate all the citizens of
Uniontown and know they will have a wonder-
ful day to celebrate their beginnings and
renew their community spirit.

THE 50TH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
REUNION AT ST. AGNES HOME
FOR BOYS

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the St. Agnes
Home for Boys in Sparkil, NY, was an out-
standing home for orphaned boys for over 100
years. It closed its doors forever back in 1977,
but the many boys who were raised by the
loving Dominican Sisters of Sparkill will never
forget their kindnesses and the outstanding
lessons of life that they learned there.

In its over 100 years of existence, thou-
sands of orphaned and needy boys were
reared at St. Agnes home. The home taught
these youngsters the importance of patriotism,
which is underscored by the fact that over 555
graduates of St. Agnes served in the Armed
Forces of our Nation during World War |l
alone. It is hard to believe that any school so
small anywhere else in the Nation could pos-
sibly have produced so many soldiers. Sadly,
39 of them were killed in action during that
conflict—a record of valor which is probably
unequaled.

One graduate of St. Agnes, Gerald F.
Mema, is today the vice president of the
American Defense Preparedness Association,
headquartered in Arlington, VA. Another is his
brother James, a resident of Lanham, MD,
who now serves as chairman of public rela-
tions for the St. Agnes Alumni Association.
Jerry, James, and their four brothers all were
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raised at St. Agnes. Their eldest brother,
George, was killed at the age of 19 in a sea
battle during World War 1.

On August 24 of this year, the St. Agnes
Alumni Association conducted its 50th anniver-
sary reunion. Seventy-five alumni of St. Agnes
from all across the Nation came to Rockland
County, in my congressional district, to pay
tribute to the sisters, and the sports coaches,
who molded them into outstanding citizens,
and to reminisce about their incredible experi-
ences at St. Agnes.

The Speaker of the House generated a
great deal of controversy last year regarding
his comments on orphanages. Here is an ex-
ample of an orphanage which filled a commu-
nity need and became a beacon for thousands
of youngsters.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to insert into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD the newspaper article
dated August 25 which appeared in the Rock-
land Journal News recounting the recent re-
union:

[From the Rockland Journal News, Aug. 25,
1996]

ST. AGNES ALUMNI CELEBRATE MEMORIES
(By Richard Gooden)

Sparkill.—Art Kingsley provided humor,
emotion and nostalgia yesterday during the
50th anniversary celebration of St. Agnes
Alumni Association's founding. He held the
attention of 75 feisty people, in 85-degree
heat, on the grounds of the Dominican Con-
vent.

That was the easy part.

In order to prepare for the day's events,
the T3-year-old World War II veteran and
former resident of the St. Agnes Orphanage
used a chain saw to remove two plaques from
a wall of the Hallan Building. He bought a
third plague. He then dug a shallow 10-by-5
bed on the lawn, filled it with gray stone and
embedded the plagues in a cream marhble.

“This is a beautiful work of art,” said
James Merna, a resident of St. Agnes from
1946 to 1950 and now head of public relations
for the alumni association. “Art Kingsley
made this all happen today.”

The corner plaques were dedicated to St.
Agnes physical education teacher James
Faulk and the nuns who worked at the home.
The convent closed the orphanage in 1977.

The plaque in the middle honored the 39
soldiers that attended St. Agnes, who died in
World War II and the Korean War.

Merna, a stocky round-faced man, eager to
help all in attendance, reminisced on the
transformation from childhood to manhood
at St. Agnes.

““We went from the ballfields of St. Agnes
to the battlefield of World War II and the Ko-
rean War,” said the Marine veteran who
graduated from Tappan Zee High School.
Merna challenges any orphanage to equal or
eclipse the 555 St. Agnes residents who went
on to become soldiers.

Merna credits Faulk, who died in 1985, with
shaping the orphans into productive citizens.
In honor of his role model, Merna named his
first child James Faulk.

Pete Lawton, a resident at St. Agnes from
1940 to 1948, also shared his recollections of
the football coach while posing for a picture
beside the plaques.

“This man was an inspiration to us kids,”
said Lawton, a Congers resident who was at
the orphanage from age 6 through 13. “He is
the major reason why most of the St. Agnes
kids lived decent lives.”
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WELCOME TO AMBASSADOR
JASON HU

HON. DAVID FUNDERBURK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, greetings
and best wishes to the Republic of China's
Washington  representative, = Ambassador
Jason Hu. He comes to Washington from his
last post as the Republic of China's Director-
General of the Government Information Office.
With his wide government experiences and a
solid background in politics and commerce,
Ambassador Hu will forge ever stronger links
between his country and ours. | heartily bid
him welcome and look forward to working with
him and his colleagues.

As | welcome Ambassador Hu to Washing-
ton, | hope the Republic of China will be able
to return to the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations as soon as possible. As
an economic power and a symbol of democ-
racy, Taiwan deserves the world’s respect and
recognition. Since 1949, the Republic of China
on Taiwan has moved from an agricultural so-
ciety, exporting only bananas and sugar, to a
major trading nation today. Moreover, the 21
million people on Taiwan are prosperous and
free.

Last but not least, | would like to take this
occasion to congratulate President Lee Teng-
hui and Vice President Lien Chien. | wish
them good luck as they prepare to celebrate
their National Day on October 10, 1996.

GOLD ISN'T A WACKO IDEA
HON. PHILIP M. CRANE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, an old friend,
Owen Frisby brought to my attention an Au-
gust 19, 1996 article featured in The Detroit
News, pertaining to the gold standard.

| have contended for years that in order to
revitalize our Nation's economy, we must re-
move from Government the temptation and
the ability to produce chronic budget deficits.
Restoration of a dependable monetary stand-
ard based on a commodity with fixed value
would, by making monetization impossible, ac-
complish this. It is for this reason that | have
introduced legislation in previous Congresses
reestablishing the Gold Standard.

The author of the article emphasizes that
the Gold Standard has been tested, and prov-
en over the centuries as the best mechanism
to protect against destructive inflation and de-
flation. | commend to the attention of my col-
leagues, “Gold Isn't a Wacko Idea.”

[The Detroit News, August 19, 1996]
GoLD ISN'T A WACKO IDEA

Even before Jack Kemp had been named as
Robert Dole's running partner, the Clinton
White House was on the attack. In addition
to bashing his tax-cutting ideas, aides to the
president cited Mr. Kemp's affinity for a re-
turn to the gold standard as further proof
that he’s an economic wacko. Should he

25291

choose to pursue the issue, however, we have
little doubt that's an argument Messrs. Dole
and Kemp would win.

The gold standard has pretty good history,
after all. Alexander Hamilton placed Amer-
ica on a gold standard as part of his effort to
refinance the young country's debt following
the Revolution. The link with gold was bro-
ken temporarily during the Civil War and in
the early 1930s, but it was soon reestablished
in both cases. And for good reason: The gold
standard proved a durable and politically po-
fem means of ensuring the value of the dol-
ar.

After the remaining links to gold estab-
lished under the postwar Bretton Woods
agreement were finally broken by Richard
Nixon in the early 1970s, inflation soared.
The market price of gold itself vaulted from
$35 an ounce to $850 an ounce. It's still sell-
ing for more than $380 an ounce—more than
10 times its price only 25 years ago.

If you wonder why the American middle
class is still feeling ‘“‘anxious’ about its liv-
ing standards, you need look little further
than at the massive expropriation of wealth
and income that this represents. Little won-
der it is so tough to wean people from such
“middle-class entitlements'” as Medicare,
Social Security benefits, day-care and col-
lege tuition subsidies.

Many conservative ‘‘monetarists’” share
the bellef of liberals that gold is *“a bar-
barous relic,” in the words of the late, great
British economist, John Maynard Keynes.

They prefer allowing the dollar to “‘float™
in value, letting its price be determined in
world markets by supply and demand. And
the Federal Reserve System, under Chair-
man Alan Greenspan, appears to be doing a
credible job of wringing inflation out of the
economy and keeping the dollar stable
against other currencies.

But it's no secret that one reason for Mr.
Greenspan’s success is that he keeps a close
informal eye on gold prices. Before he be-
came Fed chairman, he openly expressed
support for a gold standard on grounds that
gold is an excellent barometer of the supply
and demand for paper money.

But Mr, Greenspan may not be around for-
ever. And interest rates remain stubbornly
high by historical standards, imposing a
huge cost not only on the federal budget but
on the average American. These higher in-
terest rates reflect the premium charged by
lenders who must worry about the future
course of the dollar. When gold was the
standard, long-term rates seldom rose above
4-5 percent, compared with at least 6-8 per-
cent today.

Few ordinary citizens can comprehend the
Federal Reserve's money-market manipula-
tions. They must guess at what's going on
behind the doors at the Fed. The result is
they demand a premium as a hedge against
future inflation.

But even ordinary citizens can understand
a gold standard. When the price of gold rises,
they know that inflation may be in the off-
ing. When it falls, they know it's time for
the Fed to print more dollars in order to fend
of deflation. A gold standard gives voters a
practical reality check on the performance
of the elites in Washington.

In short, the gold standard is no wacko
idea. It's been tested over centuries. It may
not be perfect, but is has provided a better
hedge against the ravages of inflation and
deflation than most other systems. And it is
a fundamentally democratic mechanism that
enhances the ability of the ordinary citizen
to control his or her destiny. What's wacko
is the notion the folks in Washington have
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done such a swell job maintaining the value
of the dollar.

e ——

THE MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
RECOVERY ACT OF 1996

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing the Medicare and Medicaid Recovery
Act of 1996.

Providers and suppliers are using the Bank-
ruptcy Code as a vehicle to defeat the Sec-
retary’s effort to recoup overpayments from
the Medicare trust funds. Specifically, provid-
ers and suppliers, who owe financial obliga-
tions to Medicare, are seeking relief from
bankruptcy courts to have their outstanding
overpayments, which are unsecured, dis-
charge or greatly reduced. The Medicare Pro-
gram has been unsuccessful in efforts to halt
such action.

Federal bankruptcy legislation is designed to
provide equality to all creditors in the distribu-
tion of a debtor's assets. However, there are
three main exceptions to the equal distribution
principle that allow some creditors to receive
more than others. The three main devices for
some creditors getting more are, first, liens,
second, exceptions to discharge, and third,
priorities.

With the third main exception—priority—
creditors have a demand to first payment from
any assets the debtors have available for pay-
ment to unsecured creditors. Creditors with
priorities get paid before other unsecured
creditors.

The Federal Government has long had a
priority for taxes, duties, and related penalties.
However, it does not have a priority for nontax
claims, such as Medicare and Medicaid over-
payments to providers. The Government's pri-
ority for nontax claims was abolished in 1979.

A 1992 report issued by the Office of In-
spector General, entitied “Federal Recovery of
Overpayments from Bankrupt Providers,”
found that as of March 1991, the Medicare
trust funds lost $109 million due to the ability
of providers and suppliers to discharge their
outstanding overpayments. While the report
recommends giving Medicare claims a priority
status in bankruptcy, better cost savings would
be achieved by excepting these claims from
discharge. This bill would correct this situation
by prohibiting providers and suppliers from
using a bankruptcy forum to avoid these out-
standing obligations.

This bill addresses a second problem—indi-
viduals who owe financial obligations to the
United States, or who have had a program ex-
clusion imposed against them for other rea-
sons, are seeking relief from the bankruptcy
courts to have their exclusion subject to the
automatic stay. Currently, the Secretary of
HHS is required to exclude from participation
in the Medicare and State health care pro-
grams health care professionals who have de-
faulted on their student loan or scholarship ob-
ligations owed to the United States. There are
also a number of other bases for exclusion,
such as criminal convictions related to the de-
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livery of a health care item or service, or pa-
tient abuse. The purpose of the Secretary's
exclusion authority is to protect the public, as
well as the beneficiaries of the Medicare and
State health care programs, from individuals
and entities who have demonstrated by their
past conduct that they are untrustworthy. This
bill makes clear that the Bankruptcy Code
should not be used to defeat this congres-
sional purpose.

TRIBUTE TO THE THREE VILLAGE
POST NO. 33 OF THE JEWISH
WAR VETERANS

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Jewish War Veterans of the
United States of America, a venerable veter-
ans' organization that is celebrating its 100th
anniversary this year.

In particular, Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
to join me in saluting the Three Village Post
No. 336 of the Jewish War Veterans, located
in Port Jefferson Station, Long Island, NY. As
members of America’s armed services, Three
Village Post members served their country
with exemplary patriotic duty. As part of the
Jewish War Veterans they epitomize those pa-
triotic ideals, striving to maintain recognition of
their comrades’ sacrifices, while working to
protect the rights and well-being of all veter-
ans.

The oldest, continuously active veterans or-
ganization in the United States, the Hebrew
Union Veterans Association was established
on March 15, 1896 by Civil War veterans of
the Union Army. Part of the group’s original
function was to help dispel the persistent
falsehood that Jews did not serve in the Civil
War. After World War |, when the group’s rolls
ballooned, they changed their name to the
Jewish War Verterans—USA.

To celebrate the J.W.V. centennial anniver-
sary, on Sunday, October 27, the Three Vil-
lage Post will hold a special ceremony at the
North Shore Jewish Center, in Setauket. At
the centennial celebration, post members,
their family, friends, and supporters will pay
homage to those Jewish War Veterans who
have fought and sacrificed in defense of de-
mocracy, so that America may remain strong
and its people free. As Post Commander Rob-
ert Sandberg wrote to me, in a brief history of
J.W.V. and Post No. 366: “The JW.V. can be
doubly proud. First, that we can live peacefully
and freely in this wonderful country, and sec-
ond, that American Jews themselves and their
forebears fought and helped win that peace
and freedom.”

Since establishing its charter on January 27,
1975, the Three Village Post has sustained
the benevolent and patriotic traditions of the
J.W.V. Its members have spent thousands of
volunteer hours working with the residents of
the Northport Veterans Hospital and the State
Veterans Home at Stony Brook. Each year,
two local high school seniors receive a Jewish
War Veterans' scholarship. To maintain the
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community’'s awareness of the sacrifices our
veterans have made, post members partici-
pate in the local Memorial Day and Independ-
ence Day parades, along with the grave site
memorial services at nearby Calverton Na-
tional Cemetery.

In this, the Jewish War Veterans' centennial
anniversary year, its members continue to
work for the ideals on which the organization
was founded. Remembering the sacrifices of
all veterans is central to those ideals and the
J.W.V. is working tirelessly to convince the
U.S. Postal Service to issue a commemorative
stamp to honor the Jewish War Veterans'
100th anniversary. Mr. Speaker, it was the
selfless sacrifices of all veterans that have
made America a great republic. None have
sacrificed more, nor have others worked hard-
er to protect America’s democratic ideals than
our Jewish war veterans. | respectfully request
that the entire U.S. Congress join me in salut-
ing the 100th anniversary of the Jewish War
Veterans of the United States of America.
Congratulations.

TRIBUTE TO TOM BEVILL
HON. SIDNEY R. YATES

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. YATES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of my dear friend, ToM BEVILL. TOM is
retiring after this session and | am saddened
to see such a thoughtful legislator leave this
House, but | am grateful to have had the dis-
tinct pleasure of serving with a man whose in-
tegrity is an example to us all.

In his time in the House, ToM won respect
from both sides of the aisle for being a decent,
honorable gentleman.

Tom and | have been good friends since
1966, the year he was first elected to the
House. As chairman and ranking member of
the Energy and Water Subcommittee, TOM
has served the Nation and the Congress with
rare distinction and poise and we are all in his
debt.

His mentor and mate, beloved Lou, de-
serves accolades, a wonderful woman. | know
they will enjoy finally being able to spend time
together back in Alabama.

Tom is, without question, one of the most
able and dedicated Members who has ever
served. It has been an honor to have shared
this floor with him. Tom will truly be missed.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO SUSPEND DUTIES ON CER-
TAIN IMPORTED RAW MATE-
RIALS

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, today | am
introducing legislation which supports impor-
tant regional and national interests.

My home, the 7th Congressional District of
Washington, is also the home of K2 Corp. the
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last remaining major U.S. manufacturer of skis
and one of three major makers of snowboards
in the United States. K2 conducts all signifi-
cant manufacturing operations for skis and
snowboards at its Vashon Island, WA facility.
In fact, all K2 snowboards and virtually all K2
and Olin-brand skis sold throughout the world
are individually crafted by technicians on
Vashon Island. Moreover, K2 sources almost
all of the components for its skis and
snowboards in the U.S. stimulating the U.S.
economy through its purchases of raw mate-
rials from U.S. suppliers, especially in the Pa-
cific Northwest region of the country. However,
for two key ski and snowboard components,
i.e., spring steel edges and polyethylene base
materials, K2 has been unable to find a sup-
plier of these products in the United States
that can meet its needs. Therefore, K2 has
been forced to import these products, which
are subject to U.S. customs duties upon im-
portation. This legislation provides for a tem-
porary suspension of customs duty on the two
raw materials which are vital to the U.S. pro-
duction of skis and snowboards and which are
unavailable from domestic producers.

K2 is working hard to remain visible in the
highly competitive international market for skis
and snowboards. In fact, K2 has endured as
a U.S. ski manufacturer in the face of fierce
price competition, while several other major
ski companies not longer manufacture skis in
the United States. This temporary duty sus-
pension legislation would support jobs in the
region, as well as K2's ability to continue de-
veloping innovative, fine quality products.
Equally important, a temporary duty suspen-
sion would help K2 preserve and increase its
competitiveness in the global marketplace.

K2 is the only major export of skis made in
the United States. In addition, K2 is one of
three principal exporters of U.S.-made
snowboards. Thus, K2's exports of U.S.-manu-
factured skis and snowboards represent a
substantial percentage of U.S. skis and
snowboards sold worldwide. If K2 is unable to
remain competitive in global and domestic
markets, skis manufactured in the United
States may disappear from the global market-
place. The temporary duty suspension pro-
posed by this legislation would help prevent
the shutdown of the only remaining U.S. pro-
ducer of skis.

TRIBUTE TO FATHER JAMES W.
SAUVE

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, it is with the deep-
est regret that | note the passing this past
Monday, September 23, of Father James W.
Sauve, who was most recently the executive
director of the Association of Jesuit Colleges
and Universities.

Father Sauve was born in Two Rivers, WI,
where his father Willard still lives. He spent 10
years at Marquette University in Milwaukee as
a professor, campus minister and adminis-
trator; and another 10 years in Rome as Exec-
utive Secretary of the International Center for
Jesuit Education.
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| believe other members will comment more
fully on Father Sauve’s accomplishments, but
it is quite clear that he made immense con-
tributions to education in general and Jesuit
education in particular. In his passing, we
have all suffered a great loss, but through his
life we have all gained immeasurably. No
greater tribute can be paid to any man.

| wish to extend my deepest sympathy to
Father Sauve's family and friends, and hope
that they will not only mourn his death, but be
able to celebrate his life.

TRIBUTE TO DR. LYUSHEN SHEN
HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay tribute to a friend of mine and a friend of
America who unfortunately will be leaving
Washington this week after spending many
years here.

Dr. Lyushen Shen, director of public affairs
at the Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-
resentative Office here in Washington, will be
returning home to the Republic of China on
Taiwan where he will assume his new post as
director of North American Affairs in the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. | am absolutely certain
that Lyushen will succeed in this important
post which directly affects the working relation-
ship between the Republic of China and the
United States.

Dr. Shen has been the chief congressional
liaison for the Republic of China for many
years. He has nurtured the steady improve-
ment of United States-Republic of China rela-
tions, and has been a truly indispensable dip-
lomatic resource. The American people, in-
cluding Members of Congress, all have a fa-
vorable impression of Taiwan.

This is directly attributable to the personal
effots made by officials such as Lyushen
Shen. Lyushen has always been clear yet pa-
tient in explaining to us the differences be-
tween the cultures of the East and West, his
government’s efforts in reducing its trade sur-
plus with the U.S. and his people’s deep affec-
tion and regard for the American people.

As a Member of Congress who has strongly
supported the Taiwanese in their struggle for
democracy and prosperity, | have appreciated
Lyushen'’s input. It has been my privilege to
work with Lyushen over the years, and | will
miss him.

| wish him and his family the very best.

HONORING MARTHA K. ROTHMAN
HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding leader of the
child care community in Arizona and in the
Nation, Martha K. Rothman, and to congratu-
late her organization, the Tucson Association
of Child Care [TACC] for its 25 years of out-
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standing service to children. Martha has been
the central force in the development of TACC.
Through her vision and leadership, she has
encouraged its growth from a small group who
developed the first child care centers through
the Model Cities Program to what it is today:
a large network that makes a positive impact
upon the lives of 20,000 children each day in
Tucson, Phoenix, Yuma, Sierra Vista, Doug-
las, and Nogales.

The basic mission of TACC is to provide
daily care for young children through a small
group setting by licensed family care workers
in their homes. This system provides the small
group attention needed by young children
while monitoring their safety and health
through the DES regulatory and TACC over-
sight services. No child care provider in Ari-
zona is more respected than TACC.

In providing daily child care for children, it
became apparent to Martha that additional
services and family support services were
needed. Because Martha is a master of bring-
ing visions into reality, the following lists only
a few of the services that have been initiated
through TACC: The Center for Adolescent
Parents, Happy Hours School Age Child Care
Program, Happy Hours Summer Camp, Edu-
cational Intervention for Children and Families,
Pima County Health Start, TLC: Choices for
Families, Sick Child Program, Kidiine,
Parentline.

Martha Rothman’s determination to provide
quality services and care for children has led
to her involvement in a number of professional
organizations that work for the betterment of
children. Her commitment to excellence has
earned her many awards and accolades from
a grateful and admiring community. She has
been honored as the Woman of the Year by
the Tucson Jewish Community Council, as a
Woman on the Move by the YWCA, as a Pace
Setter by the United Way, and she has re-
ceived the Governor's Meritorious Service
Award. The list continues and her other
awards are equally noteworthy.

As her impressive list of awards and honors
testifies, her work through the TACC is ex-
traordinary. For this reason, | pay tribute today
to Martha K. Rothman, a woman of great vi-
sion who has truly changed the world for thou-
sands of our children.

MEETING OUR BINATIONAL COM-
MITMENTS TO PROTECT THE
GREAT LAKES

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year
| joined several colleagues who expressed
concern about funding for the control of the
sea lamprey, a nonindigenous creature that for
more than 50 years has threatened the eco-
logical and economic health of the $4 billion
Great Lakes Fishery.

As we prepare to consider an omnibus ap-
propriations bill for fiscal year 1997, | thought
| should share with my colleagues a commu-
nication | received from the Government of
Canada, assuring me of our northern neigh-
bor's continued commitment to the sea lam-
prey control program administered jointly with
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the United States through the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission [GLFC], as well as con-
tinuation of the Great Lakes Fishery Conven-
tion Act.

| was informed also that Canada is greatly
concerned about action taken in the other
body of Congress to scale back the U.S. con-
tribution to the Commission by $1.5 million
from the House-approved funding level. It is
my hope that conferees to any omnibus bill
will retain the House language on funding, but
recede to Senate language which wisely re-
tains the GLFC within the Department of
State, as was discussed during debate in the
House on H.R. 3814.

Mr. Speaker, | have attached the cor-
respondence of Canadian Charge d'affaires
D.G. Waddell. | urge my colleagues to remem-
ber the pressing needs of our Great Lakes as
we conclude the 104th Congress.

CANADIAN EMBASSY,
AMBASSADE DU CANADA,
Washington, DC, September 20, 1996.
Hon. JOEN DINGELL,
House of Representatives, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN DINGELL: On January
31, you wrote to Ambassador Chrétien ex-
pressing concerns regarding a reduction in
Canadian funding and legislative initiatives
for the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. I
am pleased to follow up, in the Ambassador’s
absence, on his interim response to you of
March 6. On August 7, following discussions
with the Province of Ontario and Canadian
stakeholder groups, the Honorable Fred Miff-
lin, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, an-
nounced that the Federal Government has
decided to maintain funding for the Great
Lakes Sea Lamprey Control Program for fis-
cal years 1996-97 and 1997-98. I enclose a copy
of the press release issued in this respect.

I am also pleased to inform you that the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans has de-
cided not to recommend the repeal of the
Great Lakes Fishery Convention Act.

Meanwhile, I understand that a sub-
committee of the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations has reduced the United States
funding for the Commission by U.S. $1.5 mil-
lion. The Canadian government is accord-
ingly concerned by what appears to signal a
weakening of the U.S. commitment to the
goals of the 1954 treaty and to a strong,
healthy Great Lakes fishery.

I would, therefore, be grateful if you would
convey these concerns to your colleagues on
the appropriate committees.

Yours sincerely,
D.G. WADDELL,
Chargeé d'affaries, a.i.

MOURNING THE LOSS OF KILLEEN
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ROBERT
L. STUBBLEFIELD

HON. CHET EDWARDS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with Members the loss of a community
leader in my 11th Texas Congressional Dis-
trict.

Robert L. Stubblefield died July 28 from
lung cancer. This strong and able public serv-
ant went far beyond his official duties to im-
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prove his beloved community. The beginning
of the school year in Texas reminds us of his
contributions to education and central Texas
youth.

Robert Stubblefield, known as Stubby to his
friends, moved to Killeen in 1951. He worked
as a postal employee for more than 35 years
and rose to the supervisory ranks. Robert
Stubblefield served as a justice of the peace
for 10 years. In addition he was a volunteer
firefighter and served as president of the State
Fireman’s and Fire Marshalls' Association of
Texas.

A strong advocate of education, Robert
Stubblefield was a trustee for 18 years and
served as president of the Killeen Independent
School District. Robert Stubblefield believed
that children were a valuable asset. He crafted
a juvenile program in his justice of the peace
court that moved young offenders from the
streets back to study and a high school di-
ploma. He devoted countless hours to many
local youth programs.

| ask Members to join with me in honoring
the memory of Robert Stubblefield, a man who
will be sorely missed. Our thoughts and pray-
ers go out to the family and friends of this
community leader.

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE CAMPUS BOULE-
VARD CORP. ON ITS 15TH-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. THOMAS M. FOGLIETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute on the occasion of the 15th-year
anniversary of the Campus Boulevard Corp.

The Campus Boulevard Corp. [CBC] is a
collaborative organization of nine educational
and health-related institutions in Northwest
Philadelphia consisting of the Albert Einstein
Healthcare Network, Central High School,
Germantown Hospital, LaSalle University,
Manna Bible Institute, Pennsylvania College of
Optometry, Philadelphia Geriatric Center,
Philadelphia High School for Girls, and the
Widener Memorial School. Incorporated in
1981, CBC’s mission is to enhance the eco-
nomic and social environment for those who
use these institutions as well as for those who
live and work in the neighborhoods of Belfield,
Ogontz, Femn Rock, Germantown, and Logan
which surround them.

Through CBC's efforts, these institutions
have developed a vision for the advancement
of economic vitality and safety for the Campus
Boulevard/Olney Avenue area. In order to ac-
tualize this vision, CBC has encouraged part-
nerships between community organizations,
member institutions, government agencies and
others. As part of this process, CBC has cre-
ated programs to advance economic and com-
munity development, promote a healthy and
safe environment, attract development re-
sources, and act as an advocate for increased
public services.

Exhibiting this type of commitment to the
community for the past 15 years, CBC has a
long and illustrious list of achievements. They
have successfully lobbied for the development
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of the Broad and Olney SEPTA Transportation
Station, which forms a central hub in North-
west Philadelphia, guided the quality control
and fiscal management of the Logan Police
Sub-Station, the only professionally managed
police sub-station in the city, and received
funds from the Philadelphia Private Industry
Council with which they created a successful
job training program for low and moderate in-
come residents in the healthcare industry
which has been cited as a model for other
such programs.

Utilizing a $50,000 grant awarded by the
U.S. Department of Justice the CBC has im-
plemented exciting youth workshops and pro-
vided minigrants to local youth organizations.
With another $350,000 in grant awards, the
CBC is establishing a Small Business Incuba-
tor to link the purchasing power of BCB mem-
ber institutions to the Incubator tenants.

In light of its many contributions to North-
west Philadelphia’s residents and community
organizations, | hope that my colleagues will
join me today in wishing “happy birthday” to
the Campus Boulevard Corp. and congratulate
its board of directors and staff for 15 years of
“a different kind of partnering.”

INVESTIGATION OF JOSEPH
OCCHIPINTI

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 1996

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of
my on-going investigation of the case of
former Immigration and Naturalization Service
agent Joseph Occhipinti, | am inserting into
the RECORD the following sworn affidavit:
AFFIDAVIT, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF

MONMOUTH

William Acosta, Being Duly Sworn, De-
poses and States:

1. I executed this affidavit on behalf of
Staten Island Borough President Guy V.
Molinari and U.S. Representative James
Traficant, Jr. who are investigating the al-
leged drug cartel conspiracy against former
Immigration & Naturalization Service Agent
Joseph Occhipinti. I possess evidence which
can corroborate the drug cartel conspiracy
against Mr. Occhipinti and I have agreed to
share that evidence with the United States
Congress and Borough President Molinari.

2. I am a former thirteen year law enforce-
ment official who successfully infiltrated the
Medellin and Cali Colombian drug cartels. I
am considered an expert on the Colombian
and Dominican drug and money laundering
operations in the New York City area.

3. In 1987, 1 was previously employed as an
undercover operative for the United States
Customs Service, wherein I was assigned to
route out corruption at John F. Kennedy
International Airport. In 1987, I was the prin-
ciple undercover agent on ‘‘Operation Air-
port 88", which resulted in the prosecution
and conviction of seventeen government offi-
cials for bribery corruption and related
criminal charges. I was then promoted to
Special Agent and reassigned to the Los An-
geles District Office.

4. In 1990, I was appointed to the New York
City Police Department as a Police Officer.
In view of my Colombian heritage and con-
fidential sources close to the Colombian car-
tel, I was eventually assigned to the Internal
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Affairs Unit. During my undercover activity,
I generated evidence of police corruption for
the Deputy Commissioner of Internal Affairs
which was later corroborated by the “Mollen
Commission” hearings which Investigated
polfce corruption.

5. On January 14, 1992, Manuel De Dios, a
close personal friend and world renown jour-
nalist executed the attached notarized affi-
davit, wherein, Mr. Dios corroborated the ex-
istence of a drug cartel conspiracy against
Mr. Occhipinti. The orchestrators of the con-
spiracy were major Dominican organized
crime figures connected with the ‘“‘Domini-
can Federation' which is the front for the
Dominican drug cartel. The Federation are
the principle drug distributors in the United
States for the Colombian cartel. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. De Dios was assassinated before
he could bring forward his sources who could
prove the drug cartel conspiracy against Mr.
Occhipinti. After Mr. De Dios assassination,
I too became fearful of my personal safety
and never made public the evidence on the
Occhipinti case.

6. It should be noted that I personally as-
sisted Mr. De Dios in this investigation of
the Occhipinti case which corroborated the
Federation conspiracy. In fact, I personally
accompanied Mr. De Dios to the Washington
Heights area where we secretly taped re-
corded Federation members who conformed
the drug cartel conspiracy. Those tapes still
exist and can exonerate Mr. Occhipinti. In
essence, Mr. Occhipinti was set up because of
his increased enforcement efforts on Project
Bodega which was exposing and hurting the
Dominican Federation’s criminal operations
in New York City, which included illegal
wire transfers, drug distribution, gambling
operations, food stamp fraud, food coupon
fraud, among other organized crime activity.

7. My investigation also determined that
Mr. Occhipinti was exposing a major money
laundering and loan sharking operation re-
lating to the Federation which was con-
trolled by the ‘‘Sea Crest Trading Company"
of Greenwich, Connecticut. Sea Crest also
maintains an office at 4750 Bronx River
Parkway in the Bronx, New York. Sea Crest
was using the Capital National Bank in order
to facilitate their money laundering oper-
ations. In 1993, Carlos Cordoba, the President
of Capital National Bank was convicted in
Federal Court at Brooklyn, New York for
millions of dollars in money laundering and
he received a token sentence of probation.
My investigation confirmed that Sea Crest,
as well as the Dominican Federation, are
being politically protected by high ranking
public officials who have received illegal po-
litical contributions which were drug pro-
ceeds. In addition, the operatives in Sea
Crest were former CIA Cuban operatives who
were involved in the “‘Bay of Pigs’. This is
one of the reasons why the intelligence com-
munity has consistently protected and insu-
lated Sea Crest and the Dominican Federa-
tion from criminal prosecution.

8. At present, there are nine major Colom-
bian drug families which control drug oper-
ations in the New York City area. These drug
families often referred to as the ‘‘Nine
Kings". The Dominican Federation are part
of their drug trafficking and money launder-
ing operations. I possess documentary evi-
dence, as well as video surveillance tapes of
their drug operations. In addition, the New
York City Police has investigative files to
corroborate this fact. I have also uncovered
substantial evidence of political and police
corruption which has been intentionally ig-
nored. In fact, it is my belief that former
New York City Police Internal Affairs Com-
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missioner Walter Mack, who 1 directly
worked for, was intentionally fired because
of his efforts to expose police corruption. I
plan to make public this evidence to the
United States Congress, as well as key mem-
bers of the media in order to preserve this
evidence in the event I am assassinated like
Mr. De Dios.

9. It should also be noted that Criminal In-
vestigators Benjamin Saurino and Ronald
Gardello of the U.S. Attorney's Office in
Manhattan similarly ignored the evidence I
brought forward to them on the Nine Kings
and Dominican Federation. These two inves-
tigators who were credited for convicting
Mr. Occhipinti and they made it clear to me
they didn’t want to hear the evidence I had
on the Federation which could have exoner-
ated Mr. Occhipinti. They were only inter-
ested in corruption cases I had brought to
their office. In fact, I recall a conversation,
wherein, Investigator Saurino asked me
about my involvement with Manuel De Dios
and iIf I knew anything about the Occhipinti
case. He then stopped and referred to
Occipinti in a derogatory manner, by saying
“He's no * * * good"”. Realizing his bias and
lack of interest in investigating the Federa-
tion and Nine Kings, I changed the subject of
conversation.

10. In April, 1995, I resigned from the New
York City Police Department, Internal Af-
fairs Unit after it became evident that my
efforts to expose police corruption was being
hampered. The same reason why I belleve
Commissioner Walter Mack was fired. It be-
came evident to me that my life was in emi-
nent danger and I could be easily set up on
fabricated misconduct charges like Mr.
Occhipinti. In fact, they brought depart-
mental charges against me in 1995 and I won
the case. The trial judge also admonished the
department on the record for perjury. Often,
I found myself isolated and in constant dan-
ger working alone in the worst neighbor-
hoods of the city without a backup. Today, I
possess substantial evidence to prove that
the NYC Police Department media campaign
to demonstrate that they could independ-
ently police themselves and route out cor-
ruption was simply a media ploy to avoid
having an independent counsel to oversee
their internal affairs unit. In reality, corrup-
tion is still rampant in the department and
high ranking police brass are intentionally
terminating viable corruption investigations
in order to avoid future scandals exposed by
the Mollen Commission. I also possess a con-
sensually monitored tape conversation which
implicates a high ranking police official who
received bribes from the Dominican Federa-
tion.

11. I am willing to testify before Congress
as to the allegations set forth in this affida-
vit. In addition, I am willing to turn over to
Borough President Molinari and Congress-
man Traficant the documentary evidence I
possess on the Dominican Federation, the
Nine Kings and the Occhipinti drug cartel
conspiracy. There are other important pieces
of information relating to drug cartel oper-
ations and political corruption that I have
not made public in this affidavit in order to
protect my sources as well as ongoing media
investigations that I am involved with. In
addition, I am willing to submit to a poly-
graph examination to prove the veracity of
my allegations.

WILLIAM ACOSTA.

AFFIDAVIT, STATE OF NEW